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Contributions Made by Mennonite
Immigrants

BY DR. J. R. THIERSTEIN

(Conclusion)
Educational and Cultural Contributions

The Mennonite Immigrants of 1874-80
were deeply interested in schools and educa-
tion, and that has characterized them in-
creasingly ever since. Hon. P. J. Galle or
Judge Galle of McPherson says: “The Men-
nonites are very largely responsible for
the high educational standards of Kansas;
the church and the school have always held
first place wherever the Mennonites set-
tled. This was true in Russia and Ger-
many, and as soon as they made their
home in Kansas, yes even before they had
a place to live, they held church services,
and the next step was to organize schools,
and today the church and the school still
claim their first and most devoted and sin~
cere attention. And as a result a number
of educational institutions of higher learn-
ing have sprung up among them, the clim-
ax of which is represented in Bethel Col-
lege, one of the leading colleges of the
state.”

It is especially in the line of religious
education that they have taken a leading
part and have made their contributions.
As early as 1874, the year of the arrival
of the first contingents, some schools were
conducted, mostly in the main room of

farm sod-houses or shanties, the so-called
‘grosse Stube.

On Nov. 15, 1877, 8 years after their
coming, under the leadership of the in-
defatigable Rev. D. Goerz they held the
first teacher’s meeting, at the home of
Rev. Heinrich Richert, in the Goessel
neighborhood, to discuss problems of teach-
ing, text-books, the training of teachers,
and the like. The opening address by Rev.
Wm. Ewert would do credit as an opening
address before the Kansas State Teacher’s
Association today. A liberal education in
science, language, history, ete. superim-
posed on a good foundation in Biblical in~
struction was warmly advocated in the
address. The important feature of the
meeting was the adoption of a set of reso-
lutions the most significant of which was,

“The convention recognizes the need of
a central higher school of learning (Zen-
tralschule) in which promising young men,
at reasonable expense, may acquire the
preparation for teaching.” And at the “first
church conference of the Immigrants in
Kansas, on December 14, 1877, a committee
was appointed to prepare and submit to
the next conference, a year later, a definite
plan for the establishment of such a school.
And in the fall of 1882 an academy and
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teacher training school was opened, at Em-
mental, near Goessel, with H. H. Ewert as
principal. This was the beginning of the
efforts that eventually brought into exist-
ence Bethel College. As far as can be as-
certained no other group of settlers in
Kansas, religious or otherwise, held meet-
ings of an educational nature so early af-
ter their arrival, nor began making plans
for the founding of a college of their own
three years after settling on Kansas soil.

The interest in schools and education
thus early manifested and cherished has
borne splendid fruits. Among other things
it has made young Mennonites the teachers
of a large portion of this section of Kan-
sas. They taught the scheols not only in
their home districts, but usually beyond
these confines. An investigation of the
school records in the office of the county
superintendents of schools reveals the fact
that the Immigrant Mennonites of 1874-
1880 have furnished, on an average during
many, many years of their residence here,
27% of the teachers in Marion county, al-
though they comprise only 24% of the
population of the county; 26% of the teach-
ers in McPherson county, although they
comprise only 23% of the total population;
and approximately 22% of the teachors in
Harvey counly, with scarcely 20% of the
population, and probably an almost equal
percent in Reno county. Isn’t it remark-
able that people just come from foreign
lands should so quickly acquirve the quali-
fications to serve as the school masters not
only of their kin, but even among those
who had lived in the conntry a long time?
Is there a groun of sottlers anvwhere that
can point to a similar record of usefulness
in the ficld of tecaching?

Of the 695 graduates from Bethel Col-
lege — ac~demy, music, commercial, and
college — 430 or 62%a are or have been
teaching for longer or shorter periods.
Some of the class~s, especially from the
colleme  mmoper, have gone to teaching
bodily. Taber Colleze has made a show-
ing almost equally as good. Freeman Col-
lege in South Dakota, which draws its stu-
" dents almost entirely from another group
; ‘of 'Mennonite Immigrants of 1874-5, has
“"up until now 173 graduates, and 98 of them
or 57% have been or are now teaching.

From Bethel College and the Halstead Men~
nonite Seminary, together, there have gone
forth 50 college teachers and professors,
and 92 high school teachers, principals and
superintendents of schools. Some of them
are today teaching in the high schools and
colleges of practically every state in the
Union, quite a few of them holding uni-
versity positions. This should be an object
of pride for our country and countrymen
who have given us the opportunity of ac-
complishing these results and thus serving
the land of our adoption.

Have the Mennonites not made a wor-
thy contribution, too, with their colleges
and advanced schools. These immigrants
now living in Kansas and Oklahoma, with
a small contingent in Nebraska, not ex-
ceeding 25,000, with a few thousand others
of their faith, altogether approximately 30.-
000 strong, have added to the educational
equipment of the state two full-sized col-
leges, Tabor and Bethel, with student be-
dies numbering about 700, with assets in
property and endowment totalling = about
$650,000.00, and an annual outlay of about
$250,000.00, not mentioning the tens of
thousands of dollars spent by them as their
share of support for the public elementary
and high schools. Surely the Mennonites
have a passion for education and schools,
as Secretary Mohler tells us. Is it any
wonder that illiteracy has been and is now
absolutely unknown among them ?

As a special element of culture in con-
nection with their educational and church
work must be mentioned their love of
music. From the very beginning of their
schools in Kansas the Mennonites have
taught singing and some art to their chil-
dren. Years before music became one of
the branches of instriiction in the Kansas
schools, the Mennonites taught it and
taught it well. The result of these efforts
is felt and enjoyed in the splendid singing
and music which they have in their
churches and Sunday schools.

Secial and Civiec Contributions
While the Mennonites have not been
conspicuous in the social and civic life of
the state, having been very busy with their
farmwork and feeling that there were
others who were looking after matters of

' that kind, they have proven their worth
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even in this direction. They have helped
to give tone and fibre and stability to the
social body, and strength and support to
civic righteousness. One of the great prob-
lems in America today is the rural problem,
which is principally a social, though none
the less also an economic problem. The
farmer must stay on the land, and must
produce, for he stands between the world
and starvation. And as the city has in-
numerable attractions to draw and hold
the people, it is very important to find in-
ducements that will keep enough of them in
the country. The independent features of
farm life, its nearness and communion with
nature and God, its simplicity, and its ab-
sence of noise and bustle have always ap-
pealed to the Mennonite, hence he stayed
on the farm as long as he found rocom there.
The rural problem consists in maintaining
upon the land a class of people whose
status in our  society fairly represents
American Christian ideals industrially, edu-
cationally, socially, and religiously. The
authors of “Men and Religion Messages”
say, “There are three classes of successful
farmers, the Mormons, the Scotch Presby-
terians, and the Mennonites. These far-
mers have successful country churches.
Their rural religious organizations have re-
sisted the recent economic changes, which
have so adversely affected other rural
populations. ____ Their churches are their
social machinery for their success in farm-
ing.” And another writer, Wilson, says, “It
is such exccptional communities, (as the
Mennonites) that exhibit the principles on
which American life must be organized, 'f
the farmer is to be a success, if his
churches are to be maintained, if his
schools are to progress, and if the country
community is to be a good place to live
in.” — Because these people do everything
in a religious way, and so unite farming
and religion unconsciously, their success as
rural church and social bodies is assured.

A few years ago, just before our entry
into the war, an expert on rural life from
the government offices at Washington, D.
C., in a public address in my hearing, nam-
ed and briefly desceribed some of the gar-
den spols of America, i. e. sections in the
U. S. noted for their attractive and cheerful
appearance, substantial equipment, health-

ful and comfortable homes, and well kept
premises, evidences of thrift and industry,
peace and contentment, and among the
districts mentioned were Lancaster, Berks,
and Bucks counties, Pa.; Allen and Putnam
counties, Ohio; McLain, Woodford, and
Taszwell counties, Ill.,, and Marion, Me-
Pherson and Harvey counties, Kansas. Af!
these localities happen to be inhabited
largely by Mennonites. What a tribute
this to the Mennonites as builders of beau-
tiful homes and communities!

And Judge Galle adds this, “A people
who are so devoted to chuich and school
and to the principles of peace and good will
to all (as the Mennonites are) make the
best and most desirable citizens; and while
I was on the bench of the Ninth Judicial
District of Kansas, I had the privilege of
naturalizing many hundreds of Mennonites
from Russia and make them citizens of
the United States; and I have always felc
that I was doing my country a great ser-
vice, when I was making citizens of such
fine material, and it has been my exper-
ience, both on the bench and at the bar,
that my judgment has not been misplaced,
because it is almost proverbial that a
Mennonite in good standing in the church,
is rarely, if ever, accused of crime and pro-
secuted in the criminal courts. ;

“I therefore wish to congratulate the
Russian and German Mennonites on their
fiftieth anniversary in the United States
and add my testimony to the wonderful
contributions they have made to the State
of Kansas in material wealth, religion, ed-
ucation, and good citizenship, and I hope
that they may long continue to prosper and
help make our State and Nation still bet-
ter and greater.”

In this connection it should be mention-
ed that the Immigrants of Central Kansas
have built and are maintaining two splen-
did hospitals, three old people’s homes, two
good-sized publishing houses doing a striv-
ing business and putting out several pub-
lications. They have gone heavily into the
milling industry and banking, and have a-
mong their number, many doctors and sur-
gical experts.

Moral and Religious Contributions

It is, however, in the realm ‘of moral
and religious influence that we feel the
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Mennonite Immigrants have made some of
the most valuable contributions. Yes, we
believe that God sent them hither that they
might teach this country one or two truths
that were needed.

The Mennonites, whose history as a
body of believers began 400 years ago in
Zuerich, Switzerland, have always staunch-
ly and unflinchingly upheld certain funda-
mental Biblical doctrines. One of these is
the doctrine of peace and non-resistance,
as taught by Christ. They hold that the
killing of man by man is wrong, whether
this be done singly, in time of peace, or
wholesale, in time of war. And for this
faith- hundreds, yes, thousands of them
have suffered persecution, untold misery,
and death. The great majority of the Am-
erican people did not know about this, nor
that members had come to this land to es-
cape European militarism. Hence they were
misunderstood during the war, were mal-
igned considerably, and even abused in
some quarters by thoughtless people. But,
be it said with much emphasis, the govern-
ment of our land treated them kindly and
gave them all the protection that could be
expected during that time of national ex-
citement.

And wherever the Mennonites were giv-
en an opportunity to explain their stand,
thinking men and women who heard them
were astonished at the heroism of these
simple believers. Two instances will show
this. When a Mennonite committee of sev-
en, some of them immigrants of 1874 or
their sons, called upon the President of our
land and members of his cabinet, at Wash-
ington, in behalf of our people, at our entry
into the war, and when these men told Sec-
retary of War Baker that they would have
to migrate again and find a new home, if
their convictions were not given due con-
sideration, the Secretary gave them this

memorable answer, “That shall not be (for.

that would mean a distinct loss to the
country.)” The other instance occurred at
Bluffton College. A committee of high
" government officials from the national cap-
ital came to investigate a case of appar-
ent disloyalty on the part of the college
that had been reported by unscrupulous peo-
ple. Anxious to learn, the men were teld
the history of our people briefly and were

shocked on hearing the wrongs and suffer-
ings that they had endured for adhering to
one of the most noble principles to which
man can aspire, namely that of living in
peace with God and all men and said, “Why
that is the very principle for which our coun-
try is now contending, and all loyal Ameri-
cans should be glad to have so brave and
noble a people among their citizenry.”

So in many ways and in many quarters
the attention of the good people of our
country was directed to these simple Men-
nonites with their simple faith, and we be-
lieve that the present growing opposition
the country over against war, is at least
partly due to the heroic stand taken by the
Mennonites and Quakers.

As one after another of the great

- church bodies of America, women’s organ-

izations and other societies register their
opposition against war, the Mennonites feel
that the world is at last coming to their
way of thinking, and that their suffering
and waiting for the appearance of a new
day under the rulership of the Prince of
Peace has not been in vain.

Although our country is Christian coun-
try, yet our public schools offer no instruec-
tion in the Christian religion and in the
Christian’s Bible, but- the Mennonite Im-
migrants always have done this. In the
early New England schools, the first in
this country, the course of study comprised
these subjects: Reading, Writing, Spelling,
Catechism, Bible, and Ciphering, with much
emphasis on Bible teaching. = And the pre-
amble to the landgrant bill, passed by Con~
gress in 1787, which granted millions of
acres of land to the American states for
the creation of endowments in support of
the public schools, reads as follows: “Re-
ligion, morality, and knowledge being nec-
essary to good government and the happi-
ness of mankind, schools and the means of
education shall be forever encouraged.” Un-
fortunately for our children, this order has
been reversed, knowledge and headtraining
is placed first, morality second, while the
teaching of religion and the Bible has been
eliminated long since. The Mennonites tho
they have not as a rule kept up a system
of separate parochial schools, have always
manged to teach the Bible to their children
in a rather thorough manner, by maintain-
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ing vacation Bible schools each year after
the close of the public schools. In the earl-
ier years, their vacation Bible schools last-
ed three months; as the public school term
was lengthened, it had to be shortened to
tw6é months, and eyen now,. with eight
months of public school, they manage to
have six or eight weeks of Bible school
each year. And the almost total absence
of crime among them, and the high stand-
ard of morality and honesty are some of
the fruits of their endeavors in this direc-
tion. And it is an object of real gratifica-
tion that in many places in our country the
example set by the Mennonites is being fol-
lowed, and vacation Bible schgpls are con-
ducted with more or less success. It will
be a great blessing to the country when
every community shall hayve either vaca-
tion Bible schools or week-day Bible schools
for which Newton is setting a noble ex-
ample.

In  these days when the rural church on
the whole is in a process of decay and pre-
sents many puzzling problems which seem-
ingly defy solution, attention has frequent-
ly been directed to the Mennonite rural
churches, here in Kansas especially, nearly
all of which are of that type. They do not
seem to face any of those nutty problems;
they have large gatherings, and their mem-
berships in nearly every instance are on
the increase. One church which 10 or 12
years ago had a membership of about 900
has since given birth to two daughter
churches with a present membership of 225

and 315 resp., and the total membership of
the three churches is today more than 1300.
This is a fair illustration. And while
churches of other denominations have lost
or are losing their male members, the Men-
nonites are holding them. If anything, the
men would probably be found in the major-
ity, especially in regular attendance. How
comes this? One reason is, that the men
belong to the church and not to the lodges
or other secret society, to divide their in-
terests or attention. They do not face the
necessity of serving two masters. Another
reason is found in the fact that our church
government is strongly democratic. Every
member has a hand and a voice in the
management of its affairs, sharing equally
in its privileges, rights, duties, and respons

ibilities. Everything that is done is done
above board and in the open. Ample pro-
visions are also made for the care of the
poor and needy, in harmony with the ex-
ample set by the early church.

The Immigrant Mennonites still hold
strongly to the principle of anti-secrecy, as
the Mennonite church always has and thus
again in the vanguard of a movement now
on in the country against secrecy of any
kind, secret diplomacy, secret paets, secret
agreements, and secret organizations and
cliques of all kinds.

Religion, industry, frugality, and simple
ways of living are conducive to good health -
and long life, and in this the Mennonite Im-
migrants have held more than their own.
Investigation of the records 'of Marion
county shows the following: Present Men-
nonite population in county, 5825; Present
total population of county, 23,349; Death
rate for Mennonites, 4 years, 1918-22—8.
per 1000. This is slightly lower than that
of county Birth rate for same period, near-
ly 24 per 1000. This is about the same as
that of the county.

Of the Mennonites:

46 died at the age of 1 or less
113 died at an age less than 59
132 died at the age of 50 or over
33 died at the age of 80 or over.

This is an exceedingly good re: het-
ter than for the county at large and ould
probably be quite difficult to duplicate in
other places.

No double standards are known among
the Mennonites for men and women, and
among typical Mennonites divorces are re-
ally unknown. Cases happen now .and
then, by people who have probably drifted
away from the faith more or less. In Mar-
ion county, with its present quota of Men-
nonites, nearly 6000, there have been found
21 cases covering the fifty years from 1874-
1924, or less than one case for every two
years. Compare that with the record for
the country at large, 17 or more in a year
and the Mennonites appear as a shining
light.

They are still believing that marriage
is a sacred institution, ordained of God.
Proposed marriages are still publicly an-
nounced in the churches, the prayers of the
congregation asked for the couple, and the
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marriage ceremonies are almost invariably
performed by the pastor.

Crimes among the Mennonites are com-
paratively few in number. Among the 5000-
6000 Immigrant Mennonites that have liv-
ed in Marion county during these 50 years,
only 22 criminal cases have been found,
some of them of a very light nature, and
making less than one for each two-year
period. The Mennonites are known as
peaceful, law-abiding people, they make
comparatively few debts and usually pay
them wellpif at all possible.

Thus while the Mennonite Immigrants
have received much to be thankful for their
new American home, my claim is that they
have in their quiet and inobtrusive way al-
so given much in return. May they in the
future continue to exert their influence for
good and to glorify God in their works.

THE ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the Bethel cor-
poration which occurred on November 27
was in many ways one of the mos: satis-
factory that has ever transpired at Bethel
College. The weather and the roads were
quite ideal so that a large number of vis-
itors could be present. The various reports
submitted indicated a decided progress in
more ways than one. The enrollment is
larger than it has evcr been, the building
plan has gone on without interruption, and
contributions from appreciative friends for
the support of the institution are continu-
ing to come in in amounts that are en-
couraging. A spirit of harmony and co-
operation was manifest throut the whole
of the meeting. One indication of the fact
that the school is progressing to the satis-
faction of most people was that all business
matters were practically completed at three
o’clock, whereas four thirty was the time
that had been selected for adjournment.

It was encouraging to note that the
wrangling, the tendency to create suspicion,
and other efforts that tended to retard the
best interests of the school, which at times
characterized former meetings of this kind,
were now totally missing. The few people
who usually instigated such controversy
were either silent, or did not come at all.
They have probably learned that wrong
impressions of the school can no longer be

easily created. People have been coming
to Bethel themselves, have made their own
investigation, ‘and have formulated their
own sane and firm conclusions. When the
public is enlightened it is satisfied. One of
the best evidences of the satisfied con-
stituency was the fact that the five direct-
ors whose terms expired were all re-elected
with very little opposition.

SEPARATION OF COLLEGE AND
ACADEMY

Whenever any arrangement can no long-
er serve its purpose it must go. Ever since
the college department was established at
Bethel it has been necessary for teachers
to teach in hgth the college and the acad-
emy. This worked well so long as the col-
lege enrollment ‘was small and college
courses were comparatively few. With the
constant growth of the college, however,
and, at the same time with the retention of
the academy, this , plan of having two
schools in one has become more and more
complicated and has caused no end of dif-
ficulty. To plan eight years of work for
a faculty that should largely confine itself
to the work of four has never been a small
task. Every change in the academy neces-
sitated a change in the college, and vice
versa. The matter has become so involved
that both the college and the academy have
been more or less disorganized and have
consequently suffered.

In order to find a solution for the above
situation the Board of Directors has em-
powered a committee of the faculty to work
out a plan whereby the academy will be-
come entirely separated from the college.
This will mean that the academy will be
independently organized, with its own fac~
ulty of a specified number, including a
principal who will supervise it. The col-
lege likewise will have ity own or-
ganization and will act independently. It
will mean that no college teacher will teach
in the academy, and vice versa. There will
be no overlapping of work by instructors
anywhere except in cases of the special de-
partments, as music and art, The immedi-
ate purpose of this plan is to organize and
systematize the work of both the academy
and the college that each will operate very
much better than has been possible up un-

.
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til this time. An ultimate purpose of this
plan is to prepare the college for admission
to the North Central Association of Col-
leges. :

The committee that has the preparation
of this plan in hand hopes to have it ready
to submit to the board at the regular Feb-
ruary session, and, if possible, prepare to
institute the new program at the opening
of school in the fall of 1925.

RE-ORANIZATION OF THE COLLEGE

In order to be in keeping with the prc-
gram observed in general by the education-
al institutions such as Bethel the Board of
Directors recently voted that the college
department at Bethel should be reviewed
and re-organized. The re-organization is
to be in accordance with the standards of
other colleges that have a standing similar
to that of Bethel. The immediate purpose
of this work is to give our school greater
prestige among higher institutions of learn-
ing and so guarantee our graduates greater
possibilities in such instituticns. A more
remote purncse is; of course, to have Bethel
College prepared, when the time comes, for
admission *o the North Central Associa-
tion of Collegas.

One provision to be made in the re-
organization is that there must be definite
department heads and their assistants.

These must devote their time exclusively

to. the work of their departments. The
minimum number of heads of departments
that a college m™ayv have in order to be
standard is eight; Dethel greatly needs a
re-organization along th's line; at present,
for instance, there are two departments
each of which has four ins’ructors offer-
ing work in it, whon there is barely e-
nough vwork in each department for two.

Another matter that will bz rather
strictly adhered to in the matter of re-
organization is that of keeping freshmen
and sophomore ccurses d'stinet from junicr
and senior courszs. At present there are
severzl classes which have been cpened -
like to students from any of the four years.
This should not he. Freshmen and sopho-
mores should limit themsolves largely. to
the work required for their groups, which

is offered in the first two years. The ad-
vanced courses should be opened.chiefly to
juniors and seniors.

The board has placed the work of re-
organization into the hands of the faculty
which body has selected a committee to
prepare a program along the lines sug-
gested above.

THE SCIENCE HALL

On December 19, 1923, sod was broken
for the Science Hall. On December 19;
1924, just one year later, the Science Hall
is already partially under slate roof. The
slogan of a year ago, (A Science Hall by
the fall of 1924,) “has become a realization.
Altho the whole building will not be ready
for immediate use, the board has voted to
eqoip at once two rooms, the lecthre room
and the chemistry laboratory. It is also
planned that all windows and doors be put
in so as to protect the interior of the build-
ing from wet weather. By new year prac-
tically all the heavy work of the building
will have been completed and there will re~
main only the detailed work which, of
course, will require slow and careful atten-
tion. Friends of the school, who come
within the vicinity of Newton, should make
it their business to come to the campus
and see the fine building which their gen-
erous donations helped produce.

THE HEATING PLANT

Former students of Bethel College who
had occasion to complain about the unsatis-
factory heating while they were attending
school should find some comfort in the fact
that present students can no longer have
any reason for such complaint. The heat-
ing plant is giving excellent service. It is
operated easily and gives the school con-
stant, even, and sufficient heat. Then, too,
former students who were constantly an-
noyed in class d’scussions by the pounding
radiators may feel happy to know that
nresent students do not hear any such noise.
The hot water system instituted some time
az0 works quietly but effectively. It is
hoped that before many years all the better
buildings may me linked up with the cen~
tral heating plant and thus eliminate all
complaints of lack of heat.
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FORENSIC ACTIVITIES

As usual, some of the forensic activities
at Bethel have had greater attention this
year than others. Interest in oratorical
work is low. In the oratorical coniest for
the state entry there are but two contest-
ants: Victor Haury and Willis Rich. These
men will give their orations at a public pro-
gram on the evening of January 8. The
local oratorical peace contest wil]l apparent-
ly have more entries. This con‘est will,
however, not take place until the latter part
of March, so it is not yet known who and
how many will enter. Bethel was invited
this year to join also the Women’s State
Oratorical Contest but the Student Coun-
-cil voted to develop first the contests we al-
ready have.

In debate there is more interest this
yvear than in oratory. The academy has
two strong teams composed of Luella
Smith, Novalis Thierstein, Daniel Jantzen
and Paul Kliewer, with Henry Harder and
Sam Kliewer as alternates. They had
planned to debate the question, “Resolved,
That the Sterling-Reed Education = Bill
should be enacted.” This is the question
selected by the Debating League of the
Academies, but since this league will in all
probability dissolve because of the lack of
members, it is probable that the Bethel
debaters will debate with some of the
neighboring high schools. In that event
they will debate the question of the can-
cellation of the war debt.

. The college debating teams are compos-
ed of Edward Wenger, Paul Latschar, Wil-
lis Rich and Arnold Funk; alternates are
Jacob Banman and Herbert Schmidt. This
is a strong group of workers and will re-
present Bethel well. Their question for
debate is that chosen by the league: “Re-
solved, That Congress, by two-thirds vote
of each house, should have power to over-
rule a decision of the Supreme Court de-
claring a Federal law unconstitutional.”
On this question Bethel will meet the teams
of Southwestern, Fairmount, and Friends,
cn the dates February 20, March 6, and
Maxrch 20, respectively.

The matter of special interest in the de-
bates this year will be the one-judge sys-
tem. this system promises to be fairer and

more insiructive than the former plan of
three judges.

THE GRAYMAROON

The Bethel College student body pub-
lishes an annual every other year, and this
year there is to be such a publication. The
hook will in no part be inferior to any an-
nual put out in previous years, and will
have several features added. The staff
is now busy gathering photographs, which
ofcourse, always constitute the matter of
major interest in any school year book.

A few weeks ago the staff launched a
campaign for the purpose of getting ad-
vance sales for the annual. The student
body was -divided into two groups: The
“Grays” and the “Maroons.” Each group
vied with the other in gathering subscrip-
tions so energetically that within two weeks
the “Maroons” had sold 170 and the
“Grays” 182. One result was that the los-
ers entertained the winners in the Gymna-
sium in the evening of December 10. Since
the time the drive closed the total number
of sales has reached 375, and that is before
any mail advertising has gone out at all.
This is just 100 more than were sold at the
time two years ago, a fact that certainly
speaks well for the management of the an~
nual staff.

Followng is a part of the personnel of
the staff:

Editor-in-Chief ______.____ Viola . Krehbiel
Assistant Editor _______ Ruth C. Kliewer
Business Manager ____.___ Emil W. Haury
Assist. Business Mang’r ___Karl Kliewer
Circulating Manager _____ Pete Linscheid
Advertising Manager _____ Harold Hanna

Any one wishing a book is advised to
place his order at once with either the busi-
ness manager, or the circulating manager.
The price of the book is $2.25.

ACTIVITY OF THE FIELD SECRETARY

The field secretary, Reverend Henry
Riesen, is still busily engaged with his pro-
gram of soliciting. When he is not in the
field he is busy at the college office, plan-
ning a thorough and systematic canvass of
the communities. It is very necessary that
this work be done so that he does not call
on some people too frequently, and on oth-
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ers not at all. The planning of such a
campaign is no small matter and requires
much recording work. For this purpose
the board has permitted Mr. Riesen to en-
gage an assistant; for this position he has
employed Mrs. Esther Mouttet Nachtigal.
Reverend Riesen is constantly working
also at a program of securing larger dona-
tions for very specific purposes. He -re-
ports, for instance, that there are certain
family groups that are considering the mat-

ter of furnishing completely certain rooms
in the Science Hall, which contribution is
to be regarded as a memorial gift for some
member of the family. This is indeed a
noble undertaking for any family and mer-
‘its much praise. When a gift is so made it
has a certain personal touch which it can-
not have when it is lost in the general fund.

At present Reverend Riesen is visiting
. churches in Nebraska.

i

Deutjche Abteilung

S

»Wir Haben feinen Stern gefehen!¥

Wir Haben feinen Stern gejehen,
LBWir Haben unfern Herrn erfannt;
Nun ijt's ein wunderfel’ges Gehen
Jn Jeju Lidgt, an Jefu Hand.

Und doch, e3 it nod) nidht erfchienen
Dag volle Lidyt, der bolle Tag,

Dag Gliid, ihm ungehemmt zu dienen,
Shm, der einft in der Srippe lag.

O Jefu, fomm’ und mady ein Gnbe
Dem Elend, das die Welt vervirrt!
LWir heben fehnend unjre Hanbde
Bt bir, ber gur BVollendung fithrt!

Komm’ ivieder! Unfre Herzen brenmnen,
Du Morgenftern voll Glanzg und Scein,
Dafy wir did) boll und ganz erfennen,
Herr Jefus, fonun,’ wir warten dein!
M. v O.

Unjere Weihnadtsirende.

»Denn ung ijt ein Kind geboren —ein
Sobhn it uns gegeben.”

Jef. 9,5 (lefen Vers 1 big 6).
“Brifliche Weihnadpten — gefegnete Feft=
tagel” fo loatten die mindlicgen und jdjriftli-
dhen Wiinjche, die uns in diefen Tagen ugebern
Ja, Weihnadten foll nad) der allgemeinen Auf-
faffung ein Feft der Freude fein. Gin Sdjim=
mer dabon dringt bei ung auc) in  bdie drmite
Hiitte, ing dunfeljte Menjhenherz. Aber gar
beridhieden find die Urfadjen dber Freude. E3
find gottlob nicht wenige, die jich bdie Freubde
D8 Gebens maden, andere erfreuen
fih Ded3 Nehmenas. Der  Verkaufer

freut: fidh. fJeiner Cinahmen,  Der
Sdufer  Der foohlitberfegten A usgaben.
Am einen Ort freut man fih der fom-
menden Befudhe, am andern der BVejudge, bdie
man dafeim bei den Eltern oder bei [lieben
Freunden madjen darf. Und dariiber wollen mir
ung freuen am Weihnadptamorgen. I Hoffe,
oir haben die Weihnadhtdgejchente, die Weih-
nadjtgbefudje und Ddasd gange beunrubigende
Wethnadtsgejdhaft beifeite gelaffen. Bleibt uns
dann nidhts mehr, iber dasd wir und freuen
fonnten? Dann waren  foir  allerdingd arme
WMenjden, fo, wie tatfadlich biele Taufende
find in unferer Namendjriftenheit, bdie bdiefes
fchone Fejt feined eigentichen Jnhalted entflei-
det Daben, den Gott hineinlegte, und {ich mnun
begniigen an demt bunten  Flitter, mit dem
WMenfchen dagjelbe Ddeforierten.  Der Prophet
deg Alten Bundes, der Evangelift unter denm -
Propheten, ruft uns in den obigen Tertmorten
3u, mwasd ofne Ausnahme unfer *aller Freude
Deute fein barf und foll: ,Denn und ijt e¢in
&Kind geboren, ein Gohn ift 1uns gegeben.
pUnfere WeihnadtSfrende”

fei barum der Gegenftand unfered Nachdentens.
Lapt mich) aufmerffam maden auf die im  Text
liegenbe Tatfadhe: -

ik 1. Dap diefe Freubde eine
wohlbegritndete ift. ,Denn unsg ijt
ein §ind geboren,” fagt er. Dag jHmmt mit
dem CEngelbericht auf Bethlehems Fluren:
~Denn eud ift Heute der PHeiland geboren.”
Cine Geburt foird tm allgemeinen nodh als
»freubdiges Creigniz” betradjtet, nur in berein-
gelten Fdllen verurfadgt das Gridheinen eines
Sinbdleing Trauer und Mikgmut. , Gottes be-
ite. Gaben an Menjdgen find Menjen,” fagt
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O. Funfe mit Redpt. Biele Menjchen Haben
leider jeglichen Wertmeffer verloren, jonijt wiir=
pen fie nicht fo geringjchabig bon Rinbdern und
fo ehrfurcg.ooll pon Gold und Silber reden.
Aber allerdings, nidht jedes Kind Hat denfel=
ben Wert. ,Was will ausd dem Kindlein iers
Den?” ijt die nidht unberedhtigte bange Cliern=
frage. Aber das Kind unferer Freude ift das
Qind bder gbttlichen, 4000jdhrigen LerHe iz
Bung, Ddie Crfitlllung alles deflen, mas ers
Teudhtete Gottesmeniden lingjt erivartet Haben.

. Die BVolfer haben fein geharrt,

Bis dafy die Beit erfiillet mward,

Da fandte Gott bon feinem Thron

Dag Heil der Welt in feinenm. Sobhn.”

Und wir fteben ﬁeu‘te’ﬁid[)t nur an feiner
Srippe alg die Hoffenden und CErivartenden,
tir itberfefen bas gange Leben diefed. ein =

atgartigen, vom Weibe geborenen Kindes, .

das gugleich der von Gott gegebene Sofhn ift.
Wir wiffen, was qud dem Kindlein geworden
ift. Der Prophet fpricht von einem grofer
Qicht, bdes {ich das in der Finfternis wandelnde
Wolf erfreuen fverde, und fwir denfen an Ddie
in Chrifto vollendete Tatiache: ,Jch bin a3
Qicht der Welt,” an die in Jefu aufgeichlofjene
Walhrheit der Licbe Goites zu einer verlorenen
Menjchfeit. Der Prophet {pricht von CErnte-
und Siegesfreude, vom. Wunderrat, vem Gott=
beld, Civigvater und  Friedefiirit, lauter Be=
zeichnungen, die jidh) in Jefu auf die berriichite
Weife erfitllt haben. CErnten wir nidht taglich
auf dem Felde, Dad er gejat Hat, auf dem Felde
der  Offenbarung im Wor:? Geniefen ivir
nicht allegeit dic Veute, die er im fdiveren Lei=
dengz und Todesfambf und erivorben bat, die
Beute feiner Geredhtigleit, Heiligung und Cr-
[Bjung? $Haben wiv ihn nidht algd einen ,wun=
derbaren NRat” fennengelernt, jomwohl fitr un=
jer aueres ipie fitr unfer innered Qeben? Iit
er nicht der ,jtarfe Gott,” der mit allen unfern
Feinden fertig wird? Der ,Bater,” der uns
Pasg evige Leben gibt und erhalt? Und der
»griedefiirit,” der zu und fag:e, al8 ivir buk=
fertig zu feinen Fiien lagen: ,Gehe hin mit
Frieden, dein Glaube hat dir geholfen?” Das
allez und noch viel mehr Hat und dag Kindlein
bon Vethlehem gebradyt, tweldhes der Mann bon
Golgatha wurde. Gollten ir uns nidt freu=
en und mit Maria, feinr Mutter, audrufen:
»Meine Seele erbhebet den Herrn, und mein
Geift freuet jich) Gotied, meines Heilandes!”
(Rauf. 1, 46). Aber ivir diirfen nod) ein fei-
tered betonen:

2, Unfere Freude ift eine un-
perganglide, unveriieglide Die
wertbolljten trdijdhen Gejdhente verblaffen, ver=
alten oder gefen verloren. ud) unfere Kieb-
linge, die Qinbder, fnnen fterben, oder fie iwer=
den una jonitivie entfrembdet. ber diefesd Ge=
fcent bes Vaterd ift eine eiwvige Gabe. ,Je=
fus Chriftus gejtern und feute und Dderfelbe
in Cmigkeit” (Hebr. 13,8). Jd lernte mid
vor 50 Jabhren Gottes, meines Heilanbdes
frewen, und i) Habe feine Urfache, mid) Heute
feiner fveniger 3u freuen al3 damals. Seine
PRerfon, fein Wort, fein Biut, fein Geijt jind
unverginglidhe LWerte, denn fi¢ find grofer,
ald. uniere Werrfdhabung je zu ermeifen bers

omag.  Man predigte vbor 1900 Jahren dasd Heil

in Chrifto, und man Hat tm Lauf der Jahr=

 bunberte fein bejferes Cbangelium gefunben.

Allerdingd predigen viele einen ,andern” Chri=
ftug, und Taufende jubeln bdiefem modernen
Chriftud zu, aber im SKampf mit der Simbe
und mit den Machren der Finjternis und ded
Toded wird e3 fich ausweijen, daf nur der
menjdjgeivordene, geftorbene und auferjtandene
Chriftus, der Chrijtus der Evangeliften und
Apojtel, die unverfiegbare Luelle der Freude
it und der Rubhm unferer Hoffmung in Cioig=
feit.

Cinen Namen nenn’ ich euch!

£, e ijt ibm feiner gleich;

Name voller Lebensjaft,

ame voller Rubh und Kraft: Jejus!

Und die Freubde an ihm darf

3. Cineallgemeine fein: ,Denn
un3 it ein Kind geboren, e3 geht ung per-
fonlic), e3 geht ung alle an. ,Siebe, i
verfitndige eud) grofe Freude, die allem
Bolf widerfahren toird,” demn ,al’o Hat Gott
bie Welt gelieber, daf er feinen Sohn gab.”
Sagt e3 in der Hiitte und jagt ed im Ralaft,
verfiindigt e3 in der Sinderidhule und auf der
Univerjitat, fagt ¢8 am SQranfenbett und am
Gterbelager twie umter Dder liftwandelmbden
Menge, predigt e3 unter allen Natisnen und 3u
allen Betten: ,Ung ift ein Kind geboven” —
und diefed Kind ift ded ewigen BVa.ers etviger
Sohn, der Retter aller Menfdhen. Gehet Hin
und lagt e alle wiffen:Chrijt, der Retter ift
tal  Cr ift die unausiprecdhlich groke, reiche
und gute Gabe Gottes; qropy genug fiir jedes
Beditrfnis, reidh genug fiir jede Wrmut, gut
genug fitr jeden Schaden. Aber eined lakt
mid) nodh fagen:

4 DiefeFreudemird nur dburd.
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ben Glauben erlangt ,Das habt
gum Beidjen Jhr ferdet finden ein ‘Kind in
Bindeln geicdelt und in einer Qrippe liegend”
—tard zu den Hircen gefagt (Ruf 2, 12).
»Bag foll uns ein avmes, Hilflofes Kind2 —
batten fie fagen fdnnen.- Sie jagten e3 aber
nidjt, fondern gingen Hin und jabhen und Hor-
ten, wag von dem SKinde gefagt war. Die Hiil=
Ten Der Niedrigfeit umgeben Houte noch Chriftt
Perfon und verbergen den Oberflachlichen und
Ungldubigen feine Herrlichfeit. Aber twas fagt
Johannesd tm Namen feiner Mitjiinger? ,Das
Wort ward Fleifd) und foohnte unter uns;
und foir jaben jeine Herrlichfeit, eine Herrlich-
feir al8 Des eingeborenen ©ohned vom Vater
boll Gnade und Wahrheit” (Joh. 1, 14).
Darum, liebe Seele: Sonun und fieh! Lak dich
nidht aufhalten von Bweifelfudht und BVorur-
tetl. Rerme ded Vaters unausipredhliche Gabe
fennen und veriverten, und du mwirft die malhre
BWethnadhtsfreude entdedt faben. Dazu ver-
helfe bie Gnade uns allen! . Meili.

Jahresdidlui.

Gtill ijt die Nacht, die lebte Nadjt im Jabhre,
Dem Greife gleid) im filbertveifen Haare,
Der fdheibend fchon die miide Hanbd erfebt
Und itber Dem Der Todesengel dhivebt.

Da jhlagt die hr zwolf volle, tiefe Schlage.
©teh’ ftill, o Wanbderer, auf deinem Wege!
Cin jeder Schlag, ob er aud) fdhnell verhalle,
Virgt eine ernjte Frage dodh fitr alle:

»Bo fommit dbu Her, wo willft du, Wanbdrer,

hin?
Steht nach) dbem Himmel, nadh der Welt dein
Sinn?

Trugit du ein Kreuz in dem verflofinen Jabhre?
Gtandijt weinend du an einer Totenbalre?
Sdjentr Gott wohl Gnade eder Segen Ddir?
1md bift du dantbar ihm auch fiir und fiir?
ajt du erreidht, was du dir borgenommen?
Bift weiter aud) im Glauben du gefommen?
Benubteft du audy diefe deine Jeit
Bur Vorberettung auf die Eivigfeit?
Und feBeft du im Leben und im Tod
Jur deine Hoffmung gang allein auf Gott “
©o fragt did), Menjdh, der ernite Glocenjchlag.
Joun geh’ dabin und denf dariiber nady!

. Ungnad.

Nenjahrigedanten,
BWer diefe Beilen lieft, lebt nodh in der
Welt; aber feiner wei, wie lange noh.  Gott
hat diefe Welt fo heif geliebt, daf er feinen

cingebornen Sohn gab, auf daf affe, die an
ihn glauben nidht verloven gefen, fondern Has
ewige Leben haben.” Diefe Welr, mie ver=
fchieden ivird fie Dbeurteilt! Dem einen erz
fdgeint fie als gqut, bem anbern alg bsfe; dem
cinen alg {dhon, dem andern ald Haglidy; dem
einen al8 lujtig, bdean andern al3 triibjelig;
Dem einen al8 fromm, dem andern als gottlos;
je naddem mit fweldhen Augen ir fie anfe=
Den oder je nadidem unfre Herzen bejchaffen
jind.

Sdjon. mancher bon uns Hat in den Jahren
unferes Dafeins fein Urteil fiber die Welt ge-
anbert. Die Jugend fieht fie in vofigen Far-
ben, dbag Alter mit ernfterem VBlidk; der Gliict-
liche mie Wohlivollen, Dder Ungliictliche mit
Migbehagen; der Qranfe alg cin Jammertal,
ber Gejunde alg einen Luftgartin. Der eine
ipringt jubelnd itber bdie Jabresichmelle, der
andere itberjchreitet fie gogernd, furdhgtiam, feuf:
gend, und ber Dritte gar fluchend und jhimp-
fend. Und dodh 1{t’'s diefelbe Welt.

Der Herr Jefud fagt in dem  angefithrien
Worte, '{ie ift eine bon Gott ge=
ltebte Welt. Das ijt ridtiger alsd die
Borurtetle der Menfdgen. Aber viele geftehen
dag nicht, befonderd bdie Gottlofen und die
Leidjtfertigen, aber aud) fogenannte Ghriften,
fuelche die Mot und dad  Elend in der Welt
nidt in Cinflang bringen fonnen mit der Liebe
Gottes. it Gott {huld an dief.m Berviirf-
nig? it Gott verantwortlich fiir die Not in
der Welt? Nein, die MenfcGen haben fie jelbit
auf {idh gebradht. Nur dagd Gute in der Welt
fommt bon Jhm: Lich:, Licbe, Leben, Hoffnung,
Crneuering der Sinne und Hesd Hergens, —
nidht dasd Bife.

Mit Jefum, Gotted eingebornem Soln, be-
gann etn  neues 3-italter fiir die Welt. Gie
3dblt ihre Jabre nadh feiner Geburt. Ihm al=
lein verdanft fie die Sonnenjtrahlen, die jie
nod) ermwdrmen und beleuchren. RKein Politis
for, fein Roilofoph, fein Gelehrier, fein Siinjt-
ler, fein Herrfder fat einen jo madtigen Gins
flupy auf die Welt ausgeiibs, wie Chriftus.

Die Licbe Gottes in Jefu Chrifto fiir die
Welt ift uns durd) zmei Berfpredungen bvers
biirgt. Die Menfden (in der Welt)
follen nidt verloren gefhen, fie
follen emiges Reben Haben = Die
Sdyreden ded Berlorenfeind und bdie Seligfeit
des Wiederfindens veranjdhaulicht Jefus in den
Gleidniffen vom verlornen Sdaf,  Grojden
und Sobhn.  Yuf der einen Seite Hilflofigteit,
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Wertlofigfeit, Verelendung, Verderben; auf der
andern  Geite  Hilfeleiftung, Wertjdyabung,
Neubelebung, Nettung. Wie Dder  verlorne
Grofden twertlosd ijt, fo ijt's bdie Welt ofnz
Sefum; ie das berforne Sdaf fich nicdt 3u
Pelfen fweih, jo ijt auch die Welt ohne Chriz
ftum Hilflos; mie der berforne Sohn bis aufs
Hemd ausgebeutet foird, fo ijt audy die Welt
ofre Jejum ganz entblipt, unrettbar perlorern.
Died Glend foll durd) die Liebe Gottes, durch

die Gabe jeined Sofnes aufgehoben merden.

$Hier leben ir im Lande ded Todesd. ITren=
nung ift die Tagedordmung. ~ Tod it Separa-
Hon alled deflen, mwasd ujammen gehort umd
diefe Separation, diefe Trenmung ijt dag Elend
in der Welt. Der Menjch foll eng mit Gott
prbunden fein, aber die titende Siinde frennt
ihn bom Quell feined Lebens. Gotted einges
Porner GSobhn jtellt die Verbindung ivieder Her;
er bertreibr den Tod und bringt uns eviges
Qeben.  ,Wer den Sobhn bat, der Hat dag eviz
ge Qeben” und mit Jhm ivird ,Sterben mein
Gewinn.? Iyt D as nidtietr s Neus
jabrsgejhent, Defjen fidh jeder
Chrift ‘freuen follte? TWeld eine
enderung fviirde die Welt erfabren, wenn ein
jeber diefes Gefchent annebmen fwiirde!

Wie tmmer, fo Hat Goit aud) Hicr eine ge=
redhte Bedingung: ,Auf dak jeder, det
o midh dalawbit, nrdedberloren
gehe” Und Bieran fdeitern fo viele Men=
fdhen. Entiveder find fie au fiolz zu glauben
oder meinen, die BVedingqung fet allzu milde, um
Wert zu haben. Wie einfad)!  ©ott verlangt
nidt melr, als fwas jeder Lehrer von jeinem
Sditler, jeder Arat bon feinem Patienten, jede
Regiering bon ihrem BVolfe, jeder Vater bon
jeinen Qindern berlangt: BVertrauen, findlicen
Glauben. Unfer ganges Qeben it auf ein dhn-
licgeaBertraen aufgebaut,unjer Cheleben,umfer
Rertrauen aufgebaut, unfer Eheleben, unjer
Berufs- ober Gefdhaftsleben, unfer Sden, unz
fer Qaufen und BVerfaufen, dag Aneignen einer
Bilbung, furz alled fpas Menjchen mit einan-
der vornehmen. Und unferm Goit follfen fvir
ein dhnlicges Vertrauen iweigern 1und follten
deswegen  feine Gabe ald minderivertiy ber=
fherzen! Weldpe Cinfalt! €3 ijt unberant-
fortlich den Glauben 3u beriveigern oder gar
su berfiohnen, e3 ift jdhredlich den Unglauben
au berteidigen. Gott verlangt nichts als des
Menjdhen Hingabe und die Annahme feines Ge-
fchenfed. Aber leider fvollen fich die Men=
fchen nicht leben lafjent, denn ,ver die Welt

lieb Bat, in dem ijt nicht die Riebe des Vaters.”
Ditrfen foir eine von Gott jo geliebte Welt
hajfen? Mit nicdpten! Gott Hapgt 3iwar das
Wefen der Welt, aber die Menfchen liebt er.
Und fvir, die an Gott glauben, follen der Welt
diefe Gottesliebe begeugen als eine bon und
perfinlich erfahrene. Und in einer bon Gott
geliebten. Welt wird e3 noch) tmmer zum Aus-
Halten fein, felbit iwenn ung Geridjte bevor=
jtehn. Wenn ir Gotted Hand aufsd neue
fraftig erfajfen und und ihm glaubig, vers
trauendvoll ergeben, fo diirfen toir getroft ind
neue  Jahr Hineintreten. Cr mwird e3 allesd

foohl machen!
S AT

Beridhiedenesd ansd Bethel,

Am 11. November fpurde im Undenfen an
den AL{Huf Ddes Weltfrieged in der Kapelle
ftatt der gewdhnlicgen Morgenandadht ein
Friedensprogramm geliefert. Albert Penner
leitete diefes Programum. Cr jagte unter an=
Dernt, dap iwdhrend des lebten SKrieges genug
Menjchen ihr Leben verloren Hatten, um bier
Monate lang von Morgen 613 Abend in NReiz
Hen von zwanzig an einer Stelle borbeizgumar=z
fchieren. Diefesd allein fei jdhon Grund genug,
ten  Qrieg  audzurotten. Die Wereinigten
Gtaaten haben in der WVergangenbheit auf ber=
fchtedene Weife verfudht, den Fricden in  un=
fermt RQande und gwifdhen andern  LQanbern
3u erbalten. Jn China Haben toir geholfen
tie Vorer Rebellion zu unterdriiden, und aus
Dantbarfeit {dhidt China feine Studenten nach
unfern Univerfitaten. Yud) in  Argentinien
und Chile durfte unjer Qand bebhilflicd) fein,
die Grengfrage entjcheiden 31 Delfen. Wir
follten auch foeiterhin in Ddiefer Ridhtung arz
beiten. Gtudenten fnnen Gruppen organiz
jieren azur Werbreitung Diefer Friedendides.
Vethel Hat eine jolhe Gruppe.

BW. F. Unrul betonte in feiner Unfpra= :

e die Tatfadle, daf der Krieg mnidgt dazu
Diene, Dag Reben zu erbalten, foie man meinte,
jendern bielmehr e3 zu gerftoren. Wir foll=
fen da3 Vofe mit Gutem vergelten und in diez
fer Weife fviirden wir am Dejten unfer Re=
Den fidjern. Diefe Methode YHat fih 1im
privaten und focialen Leben al3 erfolgreich
eriviefen und foiirde €3 aud), wenn fie im naz
rionalen Qeben angewandt werben foiirde.

Den 21. November fprach WMrz.  Jamed
NRapburn zu den Maddjen itber daz IThema,
“Keeping Abreast.” Sie {agte, baf jebes Mad=
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hen gerne mit feinen SRleibern, feiner MBil-
dung u. f. . mit der Jeit Sdjritt  Yalten
modgte. Um aber toirflidh unferer Beit und
unfern Mit= und Nebenmenjchen zum Segen
zu gereichen, fei es bor allem neben Diefent
unbedingt mnottvendig, daf Ddas  VWerhdlt=
nig  aifdgen  und  und unjerm  Gott
ein inniged und lebendiges fei und immer
mehr merde. Nur dann foiirden die andern
Dinge und von Nuben fein und fiv der Welt
aum Gegen und fiv foiirden mit dem Didjter
einjtimumen fonnen:

On the Rock of Ages founded,

What can shake my sure repose,

With salvation’s arms surrounded

I can laugh at all my foes. J. S.

Die Wodje vorber fprach NRev. Rapburn
Zit der 9. M. C. A iiber die Vijionen groker
Manner und  deven Widhtigkeit. A3  Vei-
fpiele braudgte er Mojes und dag Geficht am
. brenmenben Bufd, Jefaja und daz Gefidhgt im
Fempel und Saulug und daz Geficht auf dent
Wege nacd) Damasfus.  Alle dret fafen in
ihren Biftonen den Herrn und angeregt bon
feinem Geift mwurden fie gang berdnderte
Mdanner, fo daf jie Dereit waren irgend etz
wag im Dienfte des Himmelsfonigd zu  fun:
Rev. Napburn  behauptete,  Ddaf irgend jes
mand, der den Heiland der Welt einmal rich-
tig erfchaut Habe, fermerhin nicht mebhr ein
Qeben in Giinde fithren, fondern feine SKrdfte
und Dienjte dem Herrn fveiben iviirde. Jn
der Qapelle por der gangen Stubdentenjcdhaft
forach Rev. Rapburn eined Morgens iiber das
Leben Stmjon und geigte fwie diefer Mann,
Deffen Qeben dem Qerrn getweiht morden mar,
aum Jolle fanr, weil er eine troBige, unbandige
Natur Hatte, womit er den quten Rat und die
Bitten fetner Eltern, foivie die Lodungen bded
quten Gcifted veradjtete, feine ihm von Gott
verfeifte Siraft mifbrauchte, {idh in bojer Ge=
felljchaft bemegte und iiberhaupt dem Cinfluy
des BVijen freien Bug liek.

Die folgenden Stubenten ferden Bethel
diefen Winter in Den interfollegialen De-
batten vertreten: Paul Latfdhar, Williz Rid,
Arnold Funt und Edivard Wemger, mit Jacod
Banman und Herbert Sdhmidt ald Wedjfel=
mannern.  Fiie die Afademie fverden die fol=
genden in ben Debatten mit anbern Sdulen,
mwafrideinlich Hodhidulen, fungieren, bda Ddie
Afademien, die {ich) bisher mit Vethel genteffen
baben, i auriifziehen: Paul Kliewer, Ta=

niel Jangen, Luella Smith und Novalisz Thier-
ftein, mit Qenrh) Harder und Samuel Kliewer
als Wedhjelmannern.

Wabrend der nationalen CErzielungsivode,
Nov. 10—16, wo im gangen Lande in Schulen
und Lefranftalten foidtige CErziebungsfragen
tehandelt terden, fpradh Dr. J. R.  Thier-
jtein iiber den Stand der Schulen im Lande,
ibre guten und fdhivaden Seiten; Prof. J. F.
Moper itber die Cigenjdaften einer quien Nac)-
barjdaft und die Yrt und Weife, wie iy
Rethel Stubdenten verhalten jollten, wenn fie
rbeit auf newen Feldern aufnehmen; Dr.
R, S. Haury iiber die Gejundfeitspflege un=
ter dem Volfe und Rev. J. W. Kliewer diber
Patriotismus, Gott und unfer and. Anbdere
Yhemata, die aber bei uns nidht jo notivendig
fchienent, iaren Ungelehrifeit  (Jlliteracy)
in ben Vereinigten Staaten und ihre Urjadjen;
unjre Stonftitution und Refpeft fiir diefelbe.
Hter in SKanjas Haben foir nicht gerade mit
Ungelehrtheit gu fampfen und in unfern Sreis
fen rejpeftiert man bdie Sonjtitution und die
Gejepe.

Die Jahresverjammiung berlief died Jahr
fehr rubtg. Die verfdhiedenen Veridhte gaben
aligeteine Befricdigung und fourden mit Jn=
tereffe Fefprocgen. Durd) den BVau ber Science
$all ift eine bedeutende Sculd entftanden, a=
ber e3 find Verfprechen und Noten borhanden.
die diefe zum gropen Teil deden fwerden. JIn3
Direftorium fpurden die  Glicder, Dderen Jeit
audgelanfen mar, fiedergewahlt, ndmlicy fiic
dic Sonferenz Rev. Cormeliug Lenner, BVeta=
trice, Nebr., und P. R. Buller, Goefiel, Kanjas;
fitr bie Sorporation Dr. R. S. Haury und Mr.
. . Ridert, beidbe Neivton, Sanjas.

©Gine Reorganifation der Fafultdl und der
Arbeit in der Afademie ift am Gange. Dics
Xabr lehren 11 Rehrer an diefem Teil der Un=
ftalt und gum Teil audy im College, bdad it
nidgt logifch und audh nidgt gedentiprechend.
Die Staatdjdulbehorde verlangt, daf diefe Arz
beit mehr fongentriert und vom College gefdjies
den gehandhabt erde. Dagu miifien die Lehz
rer der Ufadbemie, mwie bdie Der Hodhichulen,
Staats-Qehrercertififate haben, iwdhrend bdasd
pon Qehrern im College momentan noch nicht
verlangt wird. Die Fafultidt der Afabemie und
ihre Arbeit, die fiinf Lehrivafte erfordert, wird
fo arrangiert, dafy die Wfabemie-Abteilung den
ang eritflafiiger Hodfdulen einnebmen ird.
Gin paar neue Fader find fajt obligatoriid,
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toie “Manual Training” und “Home = Eco-
nomics”  und ierben den Surfen beigereih:
fwerden miiffen. — Der Reorganijation in der
Ufadbemie foll die Ded College folgen, damit die
gange Sdule mehr gefdioiien, mehr fhjiema=
tifch, mebr ziclficher, mehr dfonomiid) foriar.ei-
ten fanun.

Die Science Hall wird mit dem Shluf Hes
Sabres unter Lady fein, wenn das Wetter ei-
nigermaijen gut bleibt. Dann foll die Vollen-
dung und Yusriifiung von ein paar Jimmern
fiir Naturiviffeniaft borgenommen werdern.
Dag Geld dazu ift in Ausficht; andere Zim-
mer foerden: fertig gemadyt, jobald die IMittel
dagu borhanden find. €3 ijt gu wiinidgen, daf
fich hier und dort Gruppen von Schulfreunden
gujammen {dlieen, um die Yusftattung ivei-
terer Jimmer gu ermoglichen.

Rayburn Crivedungsveriammiungen
(Cine Aufiabarbeit bon Jphanna Schmidt)

Vethel College,
Neivton, Kanfas, den 5. Degembet.
Riebe Eltern!

Sdyon lange Hitte i) Cudh von den Erivel-
fungsberjammiungen, die hier in eivton ab-
gehalten terden, {dyreiben follen. ch mwill
Hiermit benn endlich meine Pilicht tun und
Cudy einen furgen Bericht von den Veriamm-
lungen geben.

Die Gemeinden in der Stadt Nemwton und
bejonders ticferdenfende Chriften faben bdie
Notwendigfeit fiir joldge Verjammbhingen. Bie-
Te und ingbejondere die jungen Keute Ilebten
gleidygitltig in den Tag hinein. Sie gingen ih-
ren LVergnitgungen nad) und fragten enig, ob
folches einem Chrijten erlaubt {et ober nicht.
Die Folgen bon der Ueberzeuging, daf jolde
Lerfanunlungen eine Jtotiwendigfeit  feien,
toaren bdie Unjtellung 'eines erprobten CEvan-
liften und dag Crridjten eines ' jehr grofen
Zabernafeld an der fedjjten Strafe.

Die Verfammlungen nabhmen ben giveiten
Jovember unter der Leitung von Rev. James
Rahburn, eincm prezbyrerianiichen  Prediger,
ihren Unfang. Scdon lange vorher  Hatten
biele fiiv bdiefe Yerfammlung gebetet, daj
©Gtrome der Gnade und ded  Geiftes  wal-
rend bderfelben Herabfliefen mochten, um  Ddie
toten oder franfen QHerzen zu  beleben. o
biel i) weif, nahmen alle Gemeinden in New-
ton, auBer ben  Qatholifen, Rutbheranern,
Cpisfopalen und Nazarenern an  den BVer-

jammbhmgen tfeil. Am Vormittag Hielt Rev.
Rapburn und anbere feiner Helfer in  den
Gefdyaftalofalen fiir die  Gefchaf:smanner
Berfammlungen. Ym Nadymittage wiurden im
Tabernafel regelmdBig Vibelfrunden abgehai-
ten. UAm Sonntag Nadpmittag fanbden immer
givet Verfommbhingen ftatt, eine filr  Man-
ner unter der Lettung von Reb. Rapburn und
die andeve fitr Mabddhen unter Dder Leitung
bon Frau Rayburn.  Am Sonntag Vormittag
und an all den andern Abenbden fwurden dann
die Crivecungsverfammbhingen  abgefhalren.
Jn feinen Predigten verhandelte Rev. Rap-
burn ver{chiedene Thomata, fo ivie: DHad
Trinkitbel, die Folgen des Tangens und
©pielens, die Holle — mwad ijt jie und twas
nicht, dber Qimumel, die grifte Frage in. Dder
BWelt, Ddag . ziveite Kommen Jefus, - die
Yusdehmmg bon Jefu Konigreidh und  viele
andere. €r Hielt im gangen in  die  fiebzig
Predigten  und Aniprachen. LVormittag3
fcgarten fid) aldubige Chriften in  den  berz
fchiedenen Heimen ufammen und unterjti-
ten die Gache mit ihren Gebeten. Oft four-
De Ddasfelbe aud)y nad)y den Ubendverfammlun-
gent getan, obgleich die Verfammlungen zu-
foeilen lang anbielten. Die Schar ber u-
Dorer foudh3 demzufolge bon Tag zu Tag, o
dafy die Dalle vergrofert werden mufste.  Ein
groBer Chor bon mechreren bHundert geitbten
©dngern veridionerte die Gottesdienfte. Mit-
unter fang Der Reiter DHes Gefangs, Mr.
McRee, ein Solo.  Einmal jangen. alle Gle-
mentar Scdulfinder im  Chor. Der  Leiter
Mr. MeStee, Hat eine feine, durdgdringende
Tenorjtimme.  Bmwei Slaviere waren auf der
Plattform  aufgeftellt  zur  Begleitung  de2
Gefanges. Alle Ddie'e Vemithungen blichen
nidt erfolglos. Wiele folgten der Cinladung
mnd focihten thr RQeben dem  Herrin Gange
Familien, Cltern und Qinder fomen 1nd ge=
[obten bem. Gerrn Trene.  Wobl  nale  3u
ein Taufend find mabrend diefer BVerfammluns
arn Nadyfolaer Chrifti aemworben  oder, fie
der berlorene Sohn, ivicder am Vater -
riidqefehrt, Der Plan ar erft, die  BVer-
fommlungen mit  dem  Novembermonat  zu
fdlicken, aber das Jnterejffe und dHas Cudjen
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pieler ©eelen fwar fo ftarf, daf man be-
idloB, fte noch eine Woche au verlingern.
Gidjerlich hat der Geift in  diefen Ber-
fammlungen médtig gewirft und wird and)
nadjvicfen. Mochten alle, die fih ihrem
eren ergeben Haben, jebt auch fejtitehen wnd
ein Lidt fiir ihre Umgebung fein.
Jn Liebe unterzeidynet jidh Gure Todjter
Johanna Sdmidt.

Die Bibel in der demtihen Literatur
(Ueltere Beit — Fortfepung.)
bon J. N. Thierftein.

BWas nun Luihers VBibelitberfebing eigentz
lich anbelangt, jo ift au ermdhnen, daf fie
nid)t die erfte in der deutfhen Sprache foar;
nein, wic Haben bereitd gefehen, dak fchon bor
ihm Berfudje gemadit mworden foaren. Doch
feiner foie Quiber war dem Beifpiele ded Go-
then Ulfilag gefolgt. = Unter Sarl dem Grofen
ard nur dag Matthiusevangelium itberjefst.
Das neunte Jahrhundert begniigte fich mit
Ausziigen und poetifdhen Bearbeitungen; Hdas
gehnte und elfte Jabhrhundert bradpten mur
fdmade Bibelerfldrungen in deutihen Dialefs
fen gutage; aug dem zwolften  Jahrhundert
Daben foir einige Brudjtiicfe der CEvangelien;
aus dem biergehuten und fiinfzehnten Jahrhun-
dert Berfuche, die eine deutiche LWiedergabe des
einent ober De3 anbern Teftamentd oder gar
der gangen Bibel anftrebten, und nter Satfer
BWengel war tatiddlich eine Ueberfebung 3u
ftande ~gefomumen, bdie im Jabhre 1466 in
Gtrajburg gedruct mwurde und biz 1522 fieb=
3ehn Ausgaben gu vergeichnen Hatte. Man tjt
Der allgemeinen Anjicht, baf diefe Arbeit dem
Rreife der Waldenfer, die ung Mennoniten ja
nabe bervandt find, entfprungen fei. = Uber
mit der [utherifeh n Fajjung verglichen ift dies
ein febr fehlerbaftes, ftitmperijches Wert. Die-
je fritheren Verjuche der Bibelitberfeping ma-
ten alle aus der fehlerhaften Vulgata {ibertras
gen und hielten fich 31t fehr an den Buchitaber:,
an bag eingelne Wort. Dazu fehlre den lleber-
feBern die  ndtige Jnfpiration. Luther fagt
»Dag Dolmetiden it niht ecines jeglichen
Sunft. €3 gehort dagu ein vedht fromm, tteu,
fleifitg, furdytiam, drijtlic, gelehret, erfabren,
geiibt Herz.” Cinige Beifpiele diirften Dden
Unterjchied Har madjen.

JIn der StraRburger Bibel left die Stelle
Matth. 22, 42 der Vulgata, ,Quid vobid pide-
fur de Chrifto.” Was ift eudh gefefen von
tur de Chrifto: “ Was ift eud) gefehen von

bon Ehrifto?

An Stelle bon Rom. 2, 11 in der Bulgata,
»Non enim eft acceptio perfonarum apud Des
um,” hat dbie Strafenburger Verfion ,Die Gme
pfabung der Reibe ijt nit bey®ott.” LQuther a-
ber, ,@3 ijt fein Unfehen bder Perfon vor
Gott.”

Un Stelle bon Pi. 78, 26 in der Vulgata,
»et inbuyit birtute fua africant,“heiBt es in der
Gtragburger Bibel, ,und fiirt in Ufricam zu
feiner Siraft.”  Bei Luther, ,und erregte durd
feine ©tdrfe den Siidmind.”

An Stelle bon Rom. 3, 28 in der Vulgata,
~Omnes peccaberunt et egent glovia dei,” bat
pag Gtrafburger Budy, ,SYh Haben alle gefiin=
Det und beborfiten der glori Gots. “LQutber,
»Gte Jitnd allzumal Simder und mangeln des
HRubms bden {ie bet Gott Haben follten.”

Diefe paar Beifpicle geben einen Heinen
DBefveis bon der Tiefe und der Gedanfenfille,
die Quther tatfachlich der deutichen Bibel ein=
verleibt Hat

Luther bermied die vorher angedeuteten
Mangel fritherer Ueberfebungen, indem er ers
ftens auf den Grundtert guriit ging und jo den
urfpriiglidien Sinn de3 Bibelwortes fo reidh
und unverfdlidyt, wie e3 einem Menjhen mig-
i) ar, iedergab; zmweitens dap er fich einer
flaven, einfachen, volfstitmlichen, durdjaus vers
ftandlicgen Sprache - und  Ausdbrudsmeife He-
diente, und drittens foeil er feinen Geift durd
Gorted Geift fithren und leiten el und viel
Beit im Gebet gubradite, um von Gott ridtige
Slacheit und Weizheit zu erlangen.

#JNie 1ft,” fagt Goedefe, ,ein Budg der
Welt fo meifterhaft itbertragen fworden mwie die
Bibel bon  Luther.  Jn ihr rubt die ganze
madjtige Fitlle und Gefiigigteit 1nfrer Sprade.
Die cinfade Sraft, die feicrliche Grige bie
lautere Rlavbeit und fefte Sicherheir disjer
©Gpradye ift niemals mieder erveicht morden.”

Ctwa fhundert Jabre nach Luther Lat ein
andrer Ddeutfder Didhter verfucht mittelfr Ses
Cpigramms obder ded Sinngedicites, die Lebren
und Wabrheiten der Bibel dem deutfdhen Bolte,
wenn moglic) gur gweiten Natur gu madjen. Die-
fer Didhter war Friedrich von Logau.
it feinen 4000 oder mefr Eprigrammen ift ex
leicht Der grofte CEpigrammatifer nicht nur
Deutidlands, fondern derWelt und vielleicht al-
lex Beiten. Cr ftellte fein Kbnnen, feinen Sdhars-
finn und fein Wiffen gang in den Dienjt bder
ebangelifden Tatigleit. Die von ihm in we-
nig Worten zufammengefafsten Gedantfen, dHie
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Wahrheit jeiner Empfindung, der Ernit feiner
Gefinnung, fein Gott Zugetvandies Herz, bdie
Sdydarfe und die Geivalt feiner Ueberzeugungs=
funft brannten die Qefhren der Jeiligen Sdjrift
Dem beutichen Volfe fozufagen ins Gemiffen, ins
Derz, in Mart und BVein ein. €35 geifelte die
ungahligen Charafterfehler und die Unfittlidy=
feit jeder Urt, brandmarfte die Scdeinbeiligteit,
predigte  Nadhjtenliebe, briiderliche Tolerans,
und  HaB  gegen die Siinde und alled Bife.
LBon ihm ftanunt das treffliche Wort: ,Luith=

tifd), Papitiidh und Calviniidh, diefe Glauben
alle dret find borhanden, doch it Biveifel, o

bag Chriftentum dann fet.” ;
Dann ferner Spriihe fvie die folgenbdeir:

#Rerne mir den ‘fveiten Mantel, drunter alles
i) veritectt?

RQiebe tuts, pie alle Mangel gerne Hiillt
fleifsig Dectt.”

und

»Menfdlich ift 3, Siinde treiben;
Teuflifdh i{t’3 in Siinde bletben;
Chrijtlich it e3, Siinde Hafjen;
®ottlich ift e3, Siind erlafjen.”

Gibttlide Rade.

»Gottes Mithlen mahlen Yangjam,
Mahlen aber trefflich flein;

Ob aus Langnut er audy fdumet,
Bringt mit Scharf er allesd ein.”

Dad RNeue Jahr.

»Abermald ein neues Jahr! [mmer nodj bdie
alte Not! —
O, dag alte fommt bon und, und dasz Neue
‘ fommt bon Gott.
Gottes Giit ift immer neu, immer alt ift unjre

Sculd.
Newe Rew verleih’ und Herr, und betweif uns
alte Huld!

®eduld,
#Reidyter trdagt, was er trdget,
Wer Geduld zur Biirde leget.”

Das hiidhite Gut,

H»3um hoditen Gut in diefer Welt
Wahlt jeder, was ihm felbjt gefallt.
Gar im Sdjof fit der dem Gliicfe,
Dem gegeben find vier Stitde: /(namlidh)

Cin gittig Gott,

Cin liebes LWeib,

Cin frifcher Reib,

Cin felig Tod.”

3 Gelbiterfenntnis,
B Dt fremde Fehler zahlen,
‘Heb an beinen an Zu zdahlen;

St mir recht, dir fwird die Weile
Bu den fremden Fehlern fehlen.”

Gott dient allen, wer dient ihm?

~O®ott {dafft, erzeugt, tfrdgt, {peift, tranft,
labt, jtack, nabhrt, erquict,

Crhalt, fdentt, forgt, befcgert bermefrt, ge-
mabhrt, {dhict,

Riebt, {hiist, bewalrt, erlsit, bejdattet, bene-
Deit,

©divmt, ficdjert, fithrt, regiert, ervetet, Hilft
Defreit,

Crleuchtet, untertoeift, erfreut, ftirbt und. er-
tedt, :

©o baf fidh fort und fort fein Heil auf uns
erftrect.

Mit allem dienjt, bu Gott, uns allen. . Jjt audg
fwohl, Der dir dient, eimer mur und dient
dir, tvie er foll2”
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